Poetry - "United Fruit Co." by Pablo Neruda

(English Translation)

When the trumpet sounded
everything was prepared on earth,
and Jehovah gave the world

to Coca-Cola Inc., Anaconda,

Ford Motors, and other corporations.

The United Fruit Company
reserved for itself the most juicy
piece, the central coast of my world,
the delicate waist of America.

It rebaptized these countries
Banana Republics,

and over the sleeping dead,
over the unquiet heroes

who won greatness,

liberty, and banners,

it established an opera buffa':
it abolished free will,

gave out imperial crowns,
encouraged envy, attracted
the dictatorship of flies:
Trujillo® flies, Tachos® flies
Carias” flies, Martinez’ flies,
Ubico® flies, flies sticky with
submissive blood and marmalade,
drunken flies that buzz over
the tombs of the people,
circus flies, wise flies

expert at tyranny.

1 [talian comic opera

2 Dictator of the Dominican Republic (1930-1952)

3 Dictator of Nicaragua (1937-1956)
4 Dictator of Honduras (1932-1949)
5 Dictator of El Salvador (1931-1944)
6 Dictator of Guatemala (1931-1944)

With the bloodthirsty flies

came the Fruit Company,

amassed coffee and fruit

in ships which put to sea like
overloaded trays with the treasures
from our sunken lands.

Meanwhile the Indians fall
into the sugared depths of the
harbors and are buried in the
morning mists;

a corpse rolls, a thing without
name, a discarded number,

a bunch of rotten fruit

thrown on the garbage heap.



AS WRITTEN IN SPANISH
La United Fruit Co.

Cuando son¢ la trompeta, estuvo
todo preparado en la tierra,

y Jehova reparti6 el mundo

a Coca-Cola Inc., Anaconda,
Ford Motors, y otras entidades:
la Compaiiia Frutera Inc.

se reservo lo mas jugoso, |

a costa central de mi tierra,

la dulce cintura de América.

Bautizo6 de nuevo sus tierras
como "Republicas Bananas,

"y sobre los muertos dormidos,
sobre los héroes inquietos

que conquistaron la grandeza,
la libertad y las banderas,
establecio la 6pera bufa:
enajeno los albedrios

regald coronas de César,
desenvaind la envidia, atrajo

la dictadora de las moscas,
moscas Trujillos, moscas Tachos,

moscas Carias, moscas Martinez,
moscas Ubico, moscas hiimedas
de sangre humilde y mermelada,
moscas borrachas que zumban
sobre las tumbas populares,
moscas de circo, sabias moscas
entendidas en tirania.

Entre las moscas sanguinarias
la Frutera desembarca,
arrasando el café y las frutas,
en sus barcos que deslizaron ¢
omo bandejas el Tesoro

de nuestras tierras sumergidas.

Mientras tanto, por los abismos
azucarados de los puertos,
caian indios sepultados

en el vapor de la mafiana:

un cuerpo rueda, una cosa

sin nombre, un nimero caido,
un racimo de fruta muerta
derramada en el pudridero.



